
Minutes of the Ashburnham Conservation Commission 
February 9, 2009 

 
Present:  CP:  Christopher Picone   MH:  Michael Horgan 
    MD: Marshall Dennis   LC:  Lori Capone, Conservation Agent 
 
Absent:   LD:  Lorraine DeSouza 
 
7:30 PM    CP opened the Meeting of the Ashburnham Conservation Commission under the  

    Wetlands Protection Act, M.G.L. Ch 131 Sect. 40, and in accordance with the  
     Ashburnham Wetlands Protection Bylaw.  

 
7:31 PM CP opened the Request for Determination of Applicability Hearing for the 

Hartshorn Family, LLC at 177 Lake Road for the proposed abandonment of the 
existing septic system and grading associated with the installation of a new septic 
tank, pump chamber, leaching facility, and related piping, located within the 
buffer zone.  CP asked if there were any abutters present to speak for or against 
this application: none were present.  Christopher Mossman of Trowbridge 
Engineering presented the project to the Commission for the Applicant, who was 
also present.  Mr. Mossman explained that work within the buffer zone consisted 
of grading associated with decommissioning the existing septic tank and 
installation of a new tank and pump chamber.  The new leach area is located 
outside the buffer zone but silt fence will be installed to demark the limit of work.  
Mr. Mossman explained that the work is located within an Estimated Habitat for 
Endangered Species and explained that septic system upgrades within an existing 
lawn area were exempt.  Mr. Mossman explained that a few trees would need to 
be removed and asked the Commission’s opinion regarding filing with the Natural 
Heritage Program.  MD stated that that determination is not within the purview of 
the Commission.  CP asked for the limit of work to be flagged in the field to 
minimize the amount of trees that would be removed. 

 CP:  Motion to close the Hearing 
 MH: Seconded the Motion 
 Motion carried unanimously 3-0 
 CP:  Motion to issue a Negative Determination of Applicability per plan and  
         discussion 
 MH: Seconded the Motion 
 Motion carried unanimously 3-0 
 
7:45 PM CP opened the Notice of Intent Hearing for Richard and Paula Boutwell of 73 

Fitchburg Road for the proposed upgrade of an on-site sewage disposal system 
and abandonment of an existing well, located within the buffer zone.  LC 
informed the Commission that the Applicant’s representative has requested a 
continuance till the next Meeting due to the fact that DEP has not issued a file 
number yet.   
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 Wayne and Terri Adams submitted a Public Records Request.  Mr. Adams wanted 
to make the Commission aware of contamination issues at the site and noted for 
the record that Martin Suuberg from DEP would be able to answer any questions 
they may have.   

 
 CP informed Mr. Adams that the Applicant is not present and has requested a 

continuance so these matters would have to be brought up at the next Meeting. 
 

CP:  Motion to continue to Hearing to February 23, 2009 at 7:30 PM 
 MH: Seconded the Motion 
  Motion carried unanimously 3-0 
 
7:55 PM Mr. and Mrs. Meissner of 100 Main Street and Jamie Rheault of Whitman & 

Bingham addressed the Commission regarding a drainage project.  The Meissners 
now have an engineered plan to address their drainage concerns based on drainage 
calculations but noted that they are not happy with the proposed design.  Mr. 
Rheault presented the history of property.  A proposed detention basin has been 
designed to manage a 25 year storm event and the volume of water entering the 
stream that runs under their house has been reduced through diversion so the 
channel can handle a 100 year event.  A berm is also proposed in the back yard to 
sheet flow drainage away from the house.  Two additions are also being proposed.  
Permanent wetland alteration being proposed is 2800 s.f. with a proposed 
temporary wetland disturbance of 15,000 s.f.  Mr. Rheault stated the wetland line 
still needed to be located in the rear of the site but the homeowners do not want to 
move forward if the Commission does not feel this is a viable project.  Mr. 
Rheault explained that the homeowners would file this as a “limited project” as a 
utility.  MD asked whether replication was being proposed.  Mr. Rheault said not 
presently.  CP questioned impact downstream.  Mr. Rheault explained the 
drainage calculations were designed using Cushing as the control point so it 
should not have an impact downstream.  Mr. Rheault asked the Commission 
whether he could file a Notice of Intent with the present design.  CP told the 
homeowners that anyone can file a Notice of Intent.  They did not need the 
Commission’s approval to file an application with the Commission. 

 
8:40 PM Mary Gagnon of the Ashburnham Conservation Trust and Rick Muehlke of the 

Nashua River Watershed Association addressed the Commission regarding a 
biological control project they were proposing for purple loosestrife on the 
Bachmann property on Route 119.  CP asked whether the beetles will migrate to 
other species and become a nuisance.  Mr. Muehlke explained that they are 
incapable of reproducing on other host plants and can only migrate about 10 miles 
so they have not been found to be a nuisance.  Mr. Muehlke went through the 
monitoring process and requirements.  Commission determined that the project 
would be eligible for  a Determination of Negligible Impact.  Mr. Muehlke will 
submit the Determination form along with all relevant information to LC for a 
determination at the next meeting. 
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Other Business: 
 

 LC informed the Commission that they are in receipt of a Request for a Certificate of 
Compliance for Lot 6 Sherbert Road.  We have a letter from their engineer stating 
that the driveway has been installed in conformance with the Order of Conditions 
however, application and grading of driveway and landscaping along the driveway 
must still be completed.  LC could not verify due to snow cover and suggested a 
Partial Certificate of Compliance be issued. 
MH:  Motion to issue a Partial Certificate of Compliance for Lot 6 Sherbert Road 
CP:  Seconded the Motion 
Motion carried unanimously 3-0 

 
 The draft Town Report was disseminated.  The members will review and provide 

comments before Thursday. 
 

 The Commission decided to write a letter to the Planning Board regarding the LID 
Bylaw requesting support to amend the Bylaw at Spring Town Meeting to have the 
Commission sit as the LID Authority. 

 
 LC informed the Commission that Mr. Kunz on Willard Road has invited her to 

inspect the site pursuant to an erosion complaint she received.  LC will report back to 
the Commission at the next Meeting. 

 
 DEP Forms were signed:  Partial Certificate of Compliance - Lot 6 Sherbert Road, 

Negative Determination of Applicability – 177 Lake Road 
 

CP:  Motion to adjourn 
MH: Seconded the Motion 
Motion carried unanimously 3-0 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM 
Respectfully submitted by Lori Capone, Conservation Agent 

 
 


